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Importance of our Catholic Education

Parents are the primary educators of their children in the Catholic faith, but have the right to make use of those aids provided by the Church to educate their children.  Church of the Magdalen provides a well-balanced religious education for its parishioners to assist parents in educating their children.  This education is not intended to replace the education parents give their children in the home.  Rather it is a service to help parents share their Catholic faith with their children.

Who is eligible for religious education at Church of the Magdalen?

All parishioners who are registered members of Church of the Magdalen and are active participants in the parish stewardship of time, talent, and treasure are eligible to participate in the Parish School of Religion.  

All children are accepted into our program.  If your child has any special needs, please contact Amy Ducote (634-2315 ext. 304). 

How do I prepare my child?

Students should be instructed how to pray at home at regular times in the student’s life.  These prayers should include morning and evening prayers, meal prayers, and other appropriate prayers for the age of the student.  The student should participate in Saturday or Sunday Mass with the family and should have some knowledge of the Catholic faith from parental instruction.  It is also important the student participates in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Parents should provide the opportunity for their children to receive the sacrament by coming regularly to Reconciliation.  

If any parent wishes help, they can contact any one of the PSR or Pastoral staff.  We are happy to be a resource to any parent at any time as they continue to hand on their faith to their children.

When does my child receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Holy Eucharist?

Preparation for Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are in the second grade.  Parent meetings, prior to each sacrament, will be held in the Parish Hall.  The dates of these meetings will be published and sent home with your child.  These meetings are mandatory for second grade parents who wish for their children to receive the sacraments.

Parish School of Religion (PSR)

Our religious education program is for all students in grades K-12 who do not attend Catholic schools.  Classes are held on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m. All classes are held in the Magdalen Catholic School classrooms.  
Attendance at all classes is a must for the student to continue a faith commitment to the Church.  If a child is sick and unable to attend, please contact your child’s teacher or call Amy Ducote (634-2315 ext. 304).  We also ask that if your child has stayed home from school because of illness they also stay home from PSR as not to infect any of the other students.

My child is not in a parochial school.  Can he/she still serve Mass?

Yes.  All boys and girls in grades 6 through 8 who would like to become an altar server are asked to contact Ted Cook, Pastoral Minister (634-2315, ext. 117).  Instructions for those interested will be provided.  

How much does PSR cost?

There is a $25 book fee per student ($75 per family of three or more).  If your family is experiencing economic hardship, special arrangements can be made and scholarships are available.

What textbooks do we use?

Our Parish School of Religion uses the Faith First (www.faithfirst.com) series by RCL.  It should be noted that textbooks are not the catechists; rather, the catechists use textbooks as a tool to share the Catholic faith.  By using such tools, the catechist is able to inspire the student to learn and to remember and celebrate their faith.

What about bad weather?

If the weather deteriorates during the day and you question whether classes will be held, please call or listen to:



KFDI FM 101.3 Radio (838-9141)



KWCH TV Ch. 12 (838-1212)

Any cancellations will be heard or seen on these stations.  You will also receive an email and can check the parish website.  If there is time, your child’s teacher or the Coordinator of Religious Education will contact you.

What is the pick up procedure?

If your child is in kindergarten through second grade, we ask that your pick him/her up at the classroom door.  An older sibling can pick them up if that is what you decide.  Those children will not be allowed to leave the classroom alone.  

As far as the parking lot is concerned, all traffic should flow from north to south immediately in front of the building (see attached map).  If you are parking before entering the building, please park in the actual lot so that the only vehicles in the traffic lanes are constantly moving.

What if I want to help in/with my child’s class?

If you wish to help in your child’s classroom or would like to help with any field trips your child may take, you must attend a VIRTUS session in our diocese.  If you need to know when a session will be held, please check your Catholic Advance on Friday or contact Amy Ducote (634-2315 ext. 304).
