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  Jan/Feb 2010  

Important Numbers 
 

Magdalen Church Office 
634-2315 

 
Magdalen School 

634-1572 
 

Fr. Patõs Emergency No. 
393-6160 

 

magdalenwichita.com 

Points of Interest 

Our Patron Saint 

Family Focus 

MAX Youth 

Vocation Calendars 

School News 

School Awards 

Baptisms 

Lent 

MAGDALEN     
 Messenger 

 

Lenten Regulations of Fast & Abstinence 
Fasting -restricted to eating one full meal & 2 half meals within that day.  

On Ash Wednesday & Good Friday, adults (18-60) fast & abstain.  

On all Fridays of Lent those 14 years & older abstain from meat. 

 

Itôs encouraged to use the money we save from these practices  

       for the poor,  

Perhaps our Rice Bowl or HCA (Holy Childhood Association).  

Pick up your Rice Bowl & Lenten Booklet in the Gathering Space. 

 
 

 Wednesday                                          

February 17 

 
Masses   Times 

7:00am; 8:00am;                     

12noon; 5:30pm 

Obligations of  Fast & Abstinence 

 
 

      Friday 

 February 19 

 
Dinner Served from 6-8pm 

There will be breaded fish, boiled            

& breaded shrimp, Clam Chowder, 

gumbo, slaw and cornbread 

 
 

Stations of  

the Cross  

 

Stations will be Fridays  

following 5:30pm Mass  

during Lent 

    

 
   Confessions    
 
 

20 minutes before weekday 

Masses & Saturdays at 4pm 

FR PATõS LENTEN SESSIONS 

Fr Pat will be teaching adult classes on Church History during  

Lent on the following Wednesdays in the Parish Hall at 6:30pm: 
  

Feb 24;  March 3;  March 10;  March 17; March 24 
 

Please take these opportunities to enrich your journey during Lent. 
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Pat and Carol Searle 
 

    Born in Lowell, Indiana, Pat 

Searle is the oldest of 17 children 

born to Patricia and Paul Searle.  He 

attended St. Edwards Catholic Ele-

mentary School through the sixth 

grade and graduated from public 

high school in 1974.  

    Pat graduated from Terre Haute 

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technol-

ogy in 1978 with a degree in Electri-

cal Engineering. 

    After graduation, Pat secured a 

position as an electrical engineer for 

Illinois Power, the elec-

tric and gas company in  

Decatur, Illinois. 

    Carol, the fourth of 

five children lived in 

Jacksonville, Illinois 

with her parents, Ken-

neth and LaVerne Way.  

She graduated from 

Jacksonville High 

School in 1974 and 

went on to attend Illi-

nois College.  She re-

ceived her degree in 

Business/Economy in 1978 and also 

went to work for Illinois Power 

Company as an internal auditor.  

    In 1980, Pat discovered Carol 

working down the hall from his of-

fice.  "I tried to run into her from 

time to time," Pat said. "I managed 

to get her into a conversation at a 

party with some mutual friends from 

work. Then a bunch of us went out 

for coffee after."  He called and 

asked her out the next week, but she 

was busy. 

    Carol started attending softball 

games with some friends, and Pat 

was a member of the same team.  

Within a month, they were dating 

and were engaged the next year.  

Four months later they were married 

at Our Savior Catholic Church in 

Jacksonville, Illinois. 

    Carol received her first Recon-

ciliation prior to their wedding. "I 

was confirmed at our wedding re-

hearsal and received my First Com-

munion during our marriage cere-

mony," she said. 

    Pat and Carol were active mem-

bers of the Lady of Lourdes Parish in 

Decatur, IL for the next 22 years. 

    Carol continued to work at Illinois 

Power until their first child, Rachel, 

was born in 1984. She kept busy 

with her family as she gave birth to 

Hilary in 1986, Abigail in 1988 and 

Paul in 1989. Although technically a 

"stay-at-home mom" for the next 23 

years, she was rarely just at home. 

She could be found volunteering at 

the Catholic schools their children 

attended, organizing and leading Girl 

Scout troops, and being involved in 

the Booster Clubs for the kids' sports 

teams. 

    In 2000, due to a company buy-

out, the Searle family moved to 

Houston, Texas, where Pat worked 

for Dynergy, an electric and gas trad-

ing Company as IT Network Direc-

tor for three years.  After being laid 

off in 2003, Pat searched the internet 
for compatible positions and applied 

to the Koch Supply and Trading 

Company in Wichita, where he was 

hired as Director of IT Operations 

for two years.  Subsequently, he was 

hired at Koch Business Solutions as 

IT Business Office Director where 

he is now employed. 

    Upon moving to Wichita, Pat 

stayed in an apartment for about six 

months and scouted out different 

parishes to determine where he 

wanted to locate his family. 

    He chose the northeast section of 

town to be near his work and Ka-

paun/Mt. Carmel High School, 

where his two 

younger children 

would attend. 

    Carol came up 

from Houston several 

times to visit and 

they chose The 

Church of the Mag-

dalen for their parish.  

"It felt real welcom-

ing, and they have a 

strong high school 

Youth Group," Carol 

said. 

    "What separates any church from 

another -- it's the people, the atmos-

phere," Pat said, "The people here 

are just good." 

    Carol went back to work about 

three years ago, working for the 

Sisters of St. Joseph.  "I started vol-

unteering with the Dear Neighbor 

Ministry after we moved to Wichita, 

first being the regular Monday re-

ceptionist and later also preparing 

tax returns for low income people 

through the VITA Tax Program. In 

April 2007, a part time accounting 

position opened up in their Finance   

Department. Now, I work at the  

Mount four days a week, but con-

tinue volunteering in the tax pro-

gram," she said. 

From left: Pat, Carol, Hilary, Paul, Abigail, Rachel and Justin  
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     Pat and Carol spend much of 

their time involved in Church ac-

tivities. Pat presides as the presi-

dent of the Pastoral Council, is a 

lector, a PSR Catechist for the 8th 

grade, is active in the Knights of 

Columbus, and is a member of the 

task force involved in the selection 

of the new Parish Manager. He also 

holds an Adoration Hour. Both he 

and Carol are members of the Din-

ner Club. 

    "We like to socialize on Sunday 

morning. We like to hang around 

and talk to people." 

    Pat said his favorite Magdalen 

activity is teaching PSR classes. "I 

just really enjoy working with the 

kids. It makes me think about 

what's important in our faith and 

how to present it so it might be 

meaningful for them." 

    Currently, Pat is one of six Mag-

dalen parishioners participating in a 

new program through Newman 

University.  This program provides 

an opportunity to attain a Masters 

Degree in Theology Studies primar-

ily by taking on-line classes. On 

campus classes are held twice a 

semester.  Pat will attain his degree 

in the fall of 2011. 

    Carol is a photographer for the 

Magdalen Messenger and a Eucha-

ristic Minister and Homebound 

Minister. She has just finished three 

years with the Stewardship Com-

mittee and has helped with the 

Youth Group for the last 15 years.  

When her younger two children 

were at Kapaun, she was one of the 

Team Moms for the cross country 

and track teams, "hauling food and 

hauling kids, always with my cam-

era in hand."  

    She is also on the Diocesan 
Youth Conference Board, working 

with groups of high school students 

who prepare a conference held an-

nually at the Airport Hilton, where 

over 800 Catholic youths from 

throughout the Diocese attend. 

    In his spare time, Pat likes to play 

cards with family and friends, and 

likes "doing handyman projects".  

He just finished the five-year project 

of finishing their basement. Carol 

likes to sew, take pictures (she is the 

family historian) and "visit the kids.ò 

    Their oldest daughter, Rachel, 

graduated from Texas A&M in 

2006. She is married to Justin 

Homeyer and is expecting their first 

child on March 19. Residing in 

Tomball, Texas, Rachel is a fifth 

grade school teacher. 

    Hilary graduated from Texas 

A&M in 2008 with a degree in Soci-

ology.  She recently completed one 

year of service work through the 

Jesuit Volunteer Corp as Program 

Coordinator  at the Women's Lunch 

Place in downtown Boston. She is 

currently working in Houston, Tx. 

    Abigail is attending the Univer-

sity of Tulsa and will graduate this 

year. She has been accepted into 

FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic 

University Students, a two year Col-

lege Campus Ministry Program to 

begin this summer. 

    Paul is currently a sophomore at 

Texas A&M studying accounting. 

He is enrolled in their five year     

masters program and will graduate 

in 2013.  

    As the kids were growing up, 

they spent most of their family vaca-

tions camping throughout the U.S. 

The long trips have ended, but they 

all still try to get together and camp 

at least once a year. 

     Each summer, the Searles also 

attend a "Homecoming Weekend", 

when all 17 children try to get back 

to the family farm to visit.  "There 

are 60-70 people in their house, and 

tents and campers are set up in the 

back yard."  Remembering their first 

meeting, Carol said, "I practiced all 

their names before I went." 

    "Pat's mom is a very special per-

son. She's just always been very 

supportive and welcoming. Family 

and church are her whole life." Her 

philosophy is that "things that are 

important are important; things that 

were not, you don't make a big deal 

out of." Carol said she feels very 

close to her mother-in-law, since 

both her parents passed away many 

years ago from cancer. 

    The most influential person in 

Pat's life is his father. "I continue to 

find how much my dad influenced 

me in my life. My dad is a pretty 

quiet person. He didn't push us a lot. 

Now, I'm constantly running into 

things where I find, oh yeah, I re-

member dad did this." 

    Taking comfort in the phrases 

"Through Christ, I can do all thingsò 

and ñHe won't give you anymore 

than you can handle,ò Carol said,  

ñIt helps me let Him be in control,  

not me." 

    When Pat is in need of spiritual 

help, he turns to Isaiah 55:8-9. It 

helps him to remember "I can't ex-

pect to always understand. Some-

times, I just have to accept." 

 

For my thoughts are                 

not your thoughts, nor              

are your ways my ways,                

says the Lord. As high as            

the heavens are above the 

earth, so high are my ways 

above your ways and my 

thoughts above your 

thoughts.  

            Isaiah 55:8-9 




